
Interactive Television European Landscape

ñ A New Ecosystem
for the Living Roomò

Laurent Kinet
Board Member of Fair Wood Ventures



Who am I?



Strategy & Planning Director



Founder & Managing Director



Co-founder & Board Member



6th of June 1886 ςAuroreDupindied.









History of IDTV



1953: Winky-Dink And You
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emerging teletext

first commercial interactive TV services

mix of broadcast/pay-per-view/interactive



1979: Prestel

Prestelis launched in the UK. Although 
designed to be used on TV sets using a special 
adaptor (with a modem), many users access 
the service via home computers. 

First commercially available technology to link 
the TV with the telephone. 
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This was a children's 
TV program presented 
by Sylvester McCoy. 
The show asked 
viewers to phone in 
with suggestions of 
what happens next. 
The best ideas are 
then used 
(presumably).



March 1999
NTL first trials interactive TV service

July 1999
Cable & Wireless signs 10,000 subscribers. The interactive 

services allow access to a range of websites.

C&W is now part of NTL.

Two-Way TV launches its games and quiz service.

August 1999
Interactive football makes its debut on Sky Digital. Viewers 

of the Arsenal v Manchester United game can view 
highlights during the game, access statistics and select 

different camera angles.



September 2000
ONdigitallaunches ONnet, a system that it says allows full 

internet access via a set-top box.
Sky's first interactive ad, for Domino's Pizza.



The begin of the end of traditional TV set



Distinction needed between INTERACTIVE AND DIGITAL



Understand what is at stake
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